
LESSON 5 : ARTICLES 

1. DEFINITION AND KIND 

The article is a part of speech that indicates, specifies and limits a noun. In English we have 

two kinds of articles which are: 

✓ Definite article  

✓ Indefinite articles  

 

2. DEFINITE ARTICLE  

In English, there is only one definite article “THE” … it is called definite because it is more 

specific in giving the information 

E.g. The town where Kambale lives is very big  

I am reading the book Dad bought me 

3. INDEFINITE ARTICLES 

In English, there are two indefinite articles “A and AN” … They are called indefinite simply 

because they are less specific in giving the information  

E.g. There is a man in the house 

        An apple, An eagle 

4. 12 super simple tips 

 

a) THE: Use The when you are talking about a definite item.  

e.g. Denise, where did you get the dress that you wore yesterday?  

Opposite: AMANI, can you please buy a dress for my girlfriend? (Any dress) 

b) Use a with singular countable noun.  

e.g. a dresses X 

       a dress. 

c) Use an with nouns that start with a vowel sound.  

e.g. an apple  

       a apple X 

d) When you talk about an object for the first time, use a/an and for the second time use 

The. 

e.g. Yesterday I went to a church service. The church service was really nice. 

       My family invited me for an event. The event will take place in Kinshasa. 

e) The definite article is needed when a person or object is unique.  

e.g. The moon, The sun, The Red Sea, The rain. 

f) Never use articles with uncountable nouns.  

e.g. Porridge, sugar, milk, water. 

       I drink milk for breakfast. 

g) Don't use articles with plural countable nouns.  

e.g.: Bicycles, Cameras, Computers. 

      We have computers in our newsroom. 

      I love Bicycles. 

 



h) Don't use articles with proper nouns. 

e.g. Names of days, names of months, New York, Kinshasa, Goma, Dubai, London… 

       Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday… 

       January, February, March… 

i) Don't use articles with names of countries.  

e.g. Rwanda, Russian, Kenya, Tanzania. 

       I live in the congo X 

       I live in congo 

       Meet my friend from the Kenya X 

       Meet my friend from Kenya. 

j) Use the article The only for countries with plural nouns.  

e.g. The Philippines, The United Kingdom, The United States of America, 

       The United Arab Emirates... 

k) Don't use articles with names of languages.  

e.g. I speak the French X 

       I speak French 

       Do you speak Swahili? 

l) Normally names of meals do not take any articles.  

e.g. Come have dinner with me 

       I have already had lunch 

       She cooked omelet for breakfast. 

 


